PARKS IN THE TIME OF COVID 'I? AND BEYOND i
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Objectives

AConversation about parks in the
time of covid19;

ADiscuss some of the key features Il'M\ e
of a pandemic resilient city of the [I! £
future? *-::...-. \

AHow we can rethink/repurpose |
Public Spaces after the Pandemic? =

AHighlight immediate
Interventions;

ADeliberate on some of the
challenges CIDs have with JCPZ. =4




Introduction

A Turned the spotlight on societal inequalities and
systematic challenges;

A 1t has both drawn attention to many of the existi
challenges and worsened others esp. those relat
to vulnerable people i.e. experiencing
homelessness, informal sector; hungsc

A The lockdown restrictions have reintroduced mark
residents to their neighbourhoods; '

A Rethink how we plan and design public spaces

not just parks as islands or destinations;

A Rethink how we manage public spacesall for a
new way of doing things, new way of governing
(not government);

A Placed based approadparks meaningfulness an
appropriation, transforming physical space into a
place of belonging (what makes it become place

A Rethink how not to slide back with respect to othe
iIssues i.e. climate change and gender , young
people;




Are parks as neassential?

ACovid19 regulations during the
lockdown has taken its toll on
peoples mental and physical
wellbeing;

AParks remained closed, but... Tt e o o T e
A As lockdown regulations are ease&i = i -

—“W‘Q

park managers all over the contine= "= 7225 \—f’ s’ &
‘5‘2}'& x| |

are busy preparing for repening; @i it B i

ALimited resources, not much
investment, value underestimated, Stessh 2 =SS B
for repurposing; SR DY SN o e

AFear of increased vandalism; Y i e o oo
AOpportunity for reimagining cites ==+ =




What are the key features of a pandemic
CIE ) C|ty of the future
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me——= A Affluent neighborhoods with lots of trees, green space
and provisions for cycling obviously have far greater
health benefits;

A Not all neighbourhoods are equally vulnerable to disea

A Without proper housing (overcrowding) & sanitation or
access to clean water to wash this is where epidemics

have the most potential to start and spread (e.g. Ebola
Density/overcrowding reliance on informal work
iIncrease the frequency of transmission maksagial
distancing and home office work are hard to implemen



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=A-hjnDYYrtw

Creating more equal access to urban services anc
public spaces;

A The guestion now, is how can w
start looking at our parks and ol
city life with deep consideration
of Inequality.

A Not just access but distribution
affluent/poor

A Informal settlementsTactical
urbanism ;

. &
A Small scale improvements go als
long way towards developinga = ¥
sense of community identity ant

belonging;

A Community engagement is
crucial ¢ communities have
resources i.e. skills and
Innovative;

A Redistributionc Sandtonand
Alexandra CIDs ?
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Widening pavementsallocate more space to people |
urban plannlng’?

A Redesigning sidewalks wide
enough for social distancing
but also for economic
activity ( informal vendors to
still be selling food or
products while pedestrians
can pass or shop)

Large parts of the workforce
in would be safe from
infection and could continue
making a daily income.
Public City for people not
cars

Guidelines are available
online (NACTQO)This is an
excellent resource for
changing streets for a

https://nacto.orae -content/u Ioads/2020/05/NACTO Streefsr-PandemieResponsend-REIFRGNIS §agponse,
05-21.pdf?fbclid=IwAROQ7IHCyjlIffoOyDdFGNnXVihfNnpfvgu6BmDF1lybPc4tYOkDaHC2Ysi3Kc



https://nacto.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/05/NACTO_Streets-for-Pandemic-Response-and-Recovery_2020-05-21.pdf?fbclid=IwAR07lHCyjIff9OyDdFGnXVjhfNnpfvgu6BmDF1IybPc4tY0kDaHC2Ysi3Kc

A Giving pedestrians anc
cyclists more space to
navigate the city when
shops and other LM
businesses reopen;  jue SEER S
Rethink what to do 3 |
with the existing bike
lanes were part oCoF
Other cities are =
Introducing pop up bike
lanes separated from
car lanes by traffic
beacons, for a period

of three to 10 days.
Planetary health and human
well-being benefits (Los

Angelessaw its longest

period of clean aisince
1980; The Himalayas have

been seen for the first time |
30 years in parts of India.)
e.g.Mellville 7t Street
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https://la.curbed.com/2020/3/26/21195699/pollution-los-angeles-traffic-coronavirus

A Urban planners
canprovide more spaces

to connect with the -
s element of public space
a crisis, such as urban
gardens;

Urban agriculture an integral

A Popcup gardens, vertical
gardens, fruit trees,
rooftop gardens;

A Food allotments within
parks esp. CID, Friends of
the Parks to cananage;

A Include nonrSouth
Africansc social cohesion
e.g. Malmo;

A Urban agriculture as an
iIntegral element of public
spacesAntananarivo,

A *not in all parks



